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June 30, 2017 
 
 
Dear Bishop McHugh Families: 

 
We’re just a few weeks into the summer, and already, there’s a lot happening at Bishop 
McHugh School. I wanted to share some highlights, as well as preview some important updates. 

 
With every new year comes change. With regret, I've accepted the resignations of several staff 
members. As you know, at the end of the school year, we said farewell to the following 
teachers: Mrs. Lori Larkin and Ms. Kathy Filippo. 
 
Mrs. Larkin has had a long tenure at Bishop McHugh, preceding most of us on staff. Over that 
time, she has contributed extensively to the school, including leading the 8th graders in their 
Faith and academics, teaching a variety of language arts classes, leading numerous school 
clubs, activities and functions, and running our very successful athletic program, among so 
many other contributions. 
 
Ms. Filippo was a new addition to our staff this year, and did a wonderful job teaching 
kindergarten. She will be following her daughter, Jasmine, to Wildwood Catholic and getting 
involved there. 
 
In addition, Mrs. Beth Walls and Mrs. Colleen Moretti have notified me that they will be leaving 
to pursue new endeavors. These educators were part of the very fabric of our school, and their 
contributions are too numerous to name here. It is with warmest personal regards that I wish 
them success as they embark on the next step. Please join me in wishing them well. 
 
Faculty Updates 
 
We’ve made some slight adjustments to our middle school faculty for the 2017-18 school year, 
as follows: 

 
• Mrs. Diane Bruesehoff will be the 6th grade homeroom teacher. 
• Mrs. Cheryl Freeman will be the 7th grade homeroom teacher, and continue her role as 

Lead Teacher of Religion. 
• Mrs. Darla Morinelli will be the 8th grade homeroom teacher. 
• Mrs. Debbie Laricks will teach both sections of 8th grade language arts. 

 
In addition, we are actively interviewing for the position of Athletic Director as well as part-time 
and substitute teaching roles. More updates will follow in the midsummer letter.  
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Schedule Updates 

 
For the upcoming academic year, we’re making some important changes to our school schedule 
to allow us to maximize implementation of the ACE curriculum. We’ll be allocating additional 
minutes for mathematics, science and language arts, and taking away those minutes from our 
specials. This decision was made after a careful review of best practices throughout the 
Diocese.  Our goal is to position our students for academic success and prepare them for 21st 
Century careers. We’ll be expanding our programming in the arts and various “specials” areas in 
after school clubs.  

 
Due to parent requests, we’re also going to be offering AfterCare on early dismissal faculty 
meeting days. On another positive note, we’re able to keep the AfterCare rates the same as 
they were last year. I encourage you to take advantage of this service, if it’s helpful to you. 

 
Technology, Music and Facilities Updates 

 
Our technology equipment is being inventoried and serviced.  We’ll be placing an initial order for 
the technology equipment recommended by our Technology Steering Committee 2.0. Namely, 
we’ll be getting 15 new Chromebooks and a charging cart, which will be covered by a donation 
from St. Brendan the Navigator Parish.  I extend a big thank you to Father Mark Cavagnaro, and 
the Parish Committee.  

 
In the area of music, we’ve been fortunate to be able to purchase a new piano, using the funds 
raised from our shows this year. (Thank you to Mrs. Beth Walls, for that addition.) 

 
PATH also has decided to use its surplus funds this year to purchase lockers. We’re in the 
process of receiving bids, and anticipate providing these for our 8th grade students (and possibly 
7th grade students) so that they may have the benefit of practicing with combination locks before 
entering high school. Stay tuned! 

 
Camp Updates 

 
Our PreK Camp has started and is going well!! We’re getting ready to launch our STREAM K-8 
Camp, and still need just a few additional registrations in order to make it viable. Both camps 
are open to the community and registration is online at the Summer Camp Quick Link on our 
website. If you know of anyone who is interested, please share that information with them. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
We’ll be finalizing our 2017-18 school calendar, but in the meantime, I wanted to make sure that 
you were aware of several important dates. 

 
The Beach Blast will be held on Wednesday, August 16, from 1-4 pm at the 40th Street Beach 
in Sea Isle City. 

 
The Ice Cream Social is scheduled for Wednesday, August 23 at 6:30 pm.   

 
Our PreK Parent Night is scheduled for Tuesday, August 29 at 7 pm.  
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Our K-8 New Student Round Up is scheduled for Wednesday, August 30 at 7 pm.  
 
The first day of school for PreK4-8th grade is Wednesday, September 6. It is an early 
dismissal day, with PreK dismissed at 11:15 am and K-8 at 11:30 am. 
 
The first day of school for PreK2 and PreK3 is Thursday, September 7. It is an early dismissal 
day, with PreK dismissed at 11:15 am and K-8 at 11:30 am. 
 
On Friday, September 8, we’ll be celebrating Our Lady’s Birthday. Our Opening of School 
Liturgy will be held at 10 am. It also is an early dismissal day, with PreK dismissed at 11:15 am 
and K-8 at 11:30 am. 
 
AfterCare and Specials begin on Monday, September 11.   

 
Our K-8 Back-to-School Night will be held on Tuesday, September 19 at 6:30 pm.  

 
Finally, our Junior Choir and Senior Choir have been invited to perform the National Anthem at 
a Philadelphia Phillies game on Wednesday, September 20.  The game is at 7:05 pm and the 
Phillies will be playing the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

 
We’ll be sending a midsummer letter with additional updates. For daily updates throughout the 
summer, we highly recommend that you link up with us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/BishopMcHughRegionalSchool, on Instagram at @bishopmchugh, and on 
Twitter at @BMRCSPrincipal. The Weekly Wrap will return in September. 

 
Enjoy your summer! 

 
Best regards, 

 
Tom McGuire 
Principal 
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